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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 



- CLASSIFIED 


February 14, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 


FROM: 


TOM KOROLOGOS 




SUBJECT: 


Meeting with Senator James Buckley (R-NY) 
Monday, February 14, 1972 
3:05 - 3:45 p. m. (40 minutes) 

The President's Office 


PARTICIPANTS: 


The President 
Senator James Buckley 
Dr. Henry Kissinger 
Tom Korologos 


The meeting occurred in the Oval Office on February 14, 1972 starting 
at 3:05 p. m. and ending at 3:45 p. m. Those in attendance included 
Pi esident, Senator James Buckley, Dr. Henry Kissinger and 
Tom C. Korologos. Ollie Atkins took two or three photographs. 

The President expressed appreciation that Senator Buckley could 
come down and report on his Asian trip. 

Senator Buckley reported he was gone from January 14 through 
January 28, and visited eight nations: The Phillipines, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, Thialand, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea. He 
reported to the President that he met with officials ranging from 
President Marcos to President Thieu to President Chiang Kai-shek, 
and down the list in the various countries. 


The President revealed that upon return from China Assistant Secretary 
Marshall Green and a member of Dr. Kissinger's staff will visit various 
Pacific countries to report on the President' s trip. The President 
quickly listed the countries. 


The President urged Senator Buckley to "raise his voice" and express 
support for the Administration's efforts in Foreign Aid and Defense 
spending, especially in the critical Asian parts of the world. The 
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President told Senator Buckley that he was satisfied that he had 
succeeded in allaying the fears of our friends and allies over the 
Chinese trip, however, a reading of the headlines in the American 
press seems to undo all the good that the President has done 
diplomatically. 


Senator Buckley told the President that he should reiterate his sup- 
port to our allies throughout the Far East, emphasizing Korea, 
which he cited as needing some stroking. The President nodded 
approvingly and said he would do what he could do in this area. 


Senator Buckley then discussed his Press Club speech of last week 
and said that "indeed" the President had moved successfully and 
forthrightly to reassure our allies that the United States will not 
bargain away their security or renege on existing commitments. 


The conversation then turned to Japan where both the President and 
Senator Buckley said they felt the Chinese would like to have a weak 
Japan relying on China rather than the United States. 


They then discussed 



the Japanese and the 


Senator and the President explored hypothetical possibilities in that 
area. Japanese trade routes and the entire trade picture were also 
touched upon. 



Senator Buckley urged the President to stress upon his return that 
we are not relaxing our defenses and urged the President to reassure 
the American people that we have not been "sweet-talked" as a result 
of the Chinese trip. 

He urged the President to make a report either in written form or 
some other form to the Congress stressing this fact. 

The President thought this was a good idea. 


The whole question of Defense then came up with the President 
explaining to the Senator that the Communists are continuing to build 
their defenses and their war arsenals while we appear to be faltering and 
falling behind because of severe Congressional restrictions. A 
comparison was made by the President with the period during the 
Cuban missile crisis when we had a 10 to 1 majority in nuclear 
weapons over the Russians versus our posture today. 
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The President urged Senator Buckley to ’’educate 1 ' the Congress and 
the public on this point, stressing that our relations and approaches 
to Foreign Policy today are much different. 

The President asked Senator Buckley if the Cambodians would 
"make it. " Senator Buckley replied yes he felt the Cambodians 
would, saying they were a "gutsy" people. The situation in Laos 
was described as desparate by Senator Buckley and the President 
nodded knowingly. 

The President then described the newest bombing techniques we are 
using citing a "saturation" method, whereby a decision has been 
made to devastate completely a certain area which is a suspected 
buildup by the North Vietnamese. 

The Senator handed Dr. Kissinger a two-page summary of his trip 
and also gave him a country by country breakdown. 

The Senator said that in his Asian meetings he got some "State 
Department noses out of joint, " referring to the fact that he met 
with the Asian leaders "alone" and not with any State Department 
officials around. 

The President then began summarizing saying that he knew the 
Chinese initiative would cause a great many problems with our old 
friends and he told Senator Buckley that we have tried to reassure 
all of our friends. The President reported that "the China trip 
opens a brand new game" throughout the rest of the world and he 
was not going into it with any false pretenses or false hopes. 

He told Senator Buckley that "you have put your finger on the real 
problems of concern which are also my concern. We must try and 
reduce the risks that we face and we feel that this is an opportunity 
to do so, " 

As we were getting up to leave, Senator Buckley brought up three 
additional points which he listed as "scatter housing, " the "situation 
in Ireland" and "Soviet Jewery. " On "scatterhousing" the President 
agreed with Senator Buckley that he is against it saying that it had 
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a dual negative purpose -- the first being that it inadvertently 
broke up neighborhoods and second that some scatterhousing is 
used advertently to break up neighborhoods over the objections 
of Presidents. 

Tom Korologos reported that a meeting had been tentatively 
scheduled with members of Senator Buckley's staff and repre- 
sentatives from the Forrest Hills Community to- discus s this 
whole question of ’’scatter housing” again. 

The Senator and the President then discussed the Northern 
Ireland situation as the President defined the problems which 
both the British and Irish faced and lamented the fact there was 

no easy solution. They never did get to the question of Soviet 
J ewery. 

The parting was very cordial and as we walked down the hall, 
Senator Buckley was indeed very pleased with the opportunity to 
spend 40 minutes with the President at this important time. He 

was quite thrilled to be here and even missed a Senate vote which 
he ignored completely. 

All in all the meeting was very successful and went a long way 
to reassure Senator Buckley of the fact that the President cer- 
tainl Y shares his concern over some of our friends and their 
attitude about the President's trip to China. 
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